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* Making a plan
* GWHPI Fellows and Program
Director meeting with a state
senator who is also a nurse,
Georgia State Capitol, 2016
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* Making a plan

* GWHPI Fellows meeting with the
Governor’s Criminal Justice
Coordinating Council at the State
Bar of Georgia, 2016
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* Implement a solution

— SB 304 Compassionate Care for
Victims of Sexual Assault: A house bill
becomes a senate bill, Georgia State
Capitol, 2016
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Georgia rape kit backlog finally cleared, 321 link to other
crimes

° * Evaluate the process

2018

— 3000 kits tested that had been untested.

Though some sat for nearly two decades and it took a legislative action by the Georgia
General Assembly, the rape kit backlog in Georgia has finally been cleared.

— Kits linked 321 cases to suspects in other
The Georgia Bureau of Investigation (GBI) says over 3,000 kits that were previously found to o

be untested have all undergone lab tests by the agency. Some of the kits had been sitting crime

for 15 years.

The GBI made the announcement Friday, nearly three years since the state legislature
passed the initiative spearheaded by Democratic State Representative Scott Holcomb.

The agency also reported that the kit results produced evidence linking 321 cases to suspect
sin other crimes. Further, two serial rapists were discovered.

"The Georgia Bureau of Investigation has done an incredible job processing these kits and
working through the evidence,” Holcomb said. “It has always been about pursuing justice for
victims. Now, we look forward to additional prosecutions to bring justice forward.”

The new law, in addition to clearing the backlog, requires police departments to submit rape
kits to the GBI within 30 days of the colleciton.

The GBI reportedly receives roughly 250 new sexual assault kits from law enforcement
agencies around the state to test each month.

(Szilagyi, 2018)
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Thoughts to consider
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Inertia
People in power may not support
Media coverage

Intersection between health care,
legislative bodies, executive branch of
government, and judicial branch of
government is complicated

How do medical issues become partisan
politics?



WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Choose an issue that you are passionate about

Identify experiential learning opportunities to actively engage in healthcare policy, politics and
advocacy (Bates, 2016).

Go to your state capitol and national capitol. Entering those buildings is powerful!

Become civically engaged. Look for leadership programs in the community. The Chamber of
Commerce is a great place to interact with leaders.

Find a policy/advocacy mentor.
Be a policy/advocacy mentor.
Find your policy voice!

Remember social determinants of health. Policies affect our patients’ health.. Nurses have
problem-solving and relationship building skills that can be used effectively in the policy arena
to help us take care of our patients.



A NURSE'S PLACE IS IN THE CAPITOL!
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