


THE POLITICS OF INFLUENCE IN 
FORWARD MOTION

! Making a plan

! GWPI Fellows and Program 
Director meeting with a state 
senator who is also a nurse, 
Georgia State Capitol, 2016
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! Making a plan

! GWPI Fellows meeting with the 
Governor’s Criminal Justice 
Coordinating Council at the State 
Bar of Georgia, 2016



THE POLITICS OF INFLUENCE IN 
FORWARD MOTION

! Implement a solution

– SB 304 Compassionate Care for 
Victims of Sexual Assault: A house bill 
becomes a senate bill, Georgia State 
Capitol, 2016



THE POLITICS OF INFLUENCE IN 
FORWARD MOTION

! Evaluate the process

– 3000 kits tested that had been untested.

– Kits linked 321 cases to suspects in other 
crime

(Szilagyi, 2018)



THE POLITICS OF INFLUENCE IN 
BACKWARDS MOTION

Thoughts to consider

• Inertia

• People in power may not support 

• Media coverage

• Intersection between health care, 
legislative bodies, executive branch of 
government, and judicial branch of 
government is complicated

• How do medical issues become partisan 
politics?(Jones, 2019)



WHAT CAN YOU DO?
• Choose an issue that you are passionate about

• Identify experiential learning opportunities to actively engage in healthcare policy, politics and 
advocacy (Bates, 2016).

• Go to your state capitol and national capitol.  Entering those buildings is powerful!

• Become civically engaged. Look for leadership programs in the community. The Chamber of 
Commerce is a great place to interact with leaders. 

• Find a policy/advocacy mentor.

• Be a policy/advocacy mentor. 

• Find your policy voice!

• Remember social determinants of health. Policies affect our patients’ health.. Nurses have 
problem-solving and relationship building skills that can be used effectively in the policy arena 
to help us take care of our patients.



A NURSE’S PLACE IS IN THE CAPITOL!
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